


10.

Two Types of Privies rm‘ly Used t Individual Sites (L) and Group Site(R)
11.
12.
13.

14.

15.

16.

17.
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designated tent locations/area, and accessible pit or composting toilets. Amenities
that will not be provided include picnic tables and lean-tos.

Install an adequate number of privies to service all campsites with signs directing
users to privy location.

o :

Discourage spread/creep of each remote camp site by attempting to designate
camping and use locations on the site.

Provide information about low-impact camping techniques, to include proper
disposal of human waste and requesting that campers avoid cutting vegetation.

Close campsites near loon nesting sites until the chicks are old enough to be off
the nests.

Provide information about loons and their sensitivity to human disturbance.

Fees, rules and regulations for camping and visitor use will be annually reviewed
and established through the “Rules and Regulations, Visitor Conduct & Fees and
Charges for State Park Services and Commercial Activities on Department
Lands” through the Administrative Rules process, and other ANR policies. The
fee structure will encourage the minimum number of vehicles per campsite.

Immediately surrounding each designated campsite, trees will be annually
evaluated and cut if they are deemed to become hazardous to visitors at the site.

Off-season camping will be allowed under “leave no trace” guidelines and only
on designated campsites. Groups will still need to request and obtain a Special
Use Permit or License (which is consistent with all other state lands). Fees will
not be collected in the off-season from individual users.
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Groups

1.

Group use will not be encouraged as a primary use of the Reservoir. A “group” is
defined as eight or more people with a maximum allowed size of 12 people or 6
vessels.

On a daily basis, not more than two overnight camping groups shall be allowed at
Green River Reservoir State Park.

On a daily basis, not more than two day use groups shall be allowed at Green
River Reservoir State Park.

All groups wishing to use the park and/or Reservoir during the “off-season” must
first request and obtain a Special Use Permit or License from the Barre District
Office.

Fees, rules and regulations for group use will be annually reviewed and
established through the “Rules and Regulations, Visitor Conduct & Fees and
Charges for State Park Services and Commercial Activities on Department
Lands” through the Administrative Rules process, and other ANR policies.

Day Use

1.

2.

There will be designated day use sites; however, day users are not limited to only
using these designated sites. Fires are only allowed at designated sites in the fire
rings provided at each site.

Fees, rules and regulations for day use will be annually reviewed and established
through the “Rules and Regulations, Visitor Conduct & Fees and Charges for
State Park Services and Commercial Activities on Department Lands” through
the Administrative Rules process, and other ANR policies.

Trails and Roads

1.

2.

3.

Maintain existing interior road system as a management and emergency vehicle
access. Provide keys to appropriate emergency response organizations.

Trail systems may be developed in this land management classification, and will
be constructed and maintained to minimize conflicts between users, allow
reasonably safe travel, and minimize soil erosion and damage to water resources
and wildlife habitats.

Place gates and/or boulders where appropriate to discourage illegal vehicle and
ATV use.
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4. Use minimal amount of gravel from existing pits as necessary to maintain the
logging roads on the Park property.

Monitoring Use During the Season
1. Install a day user and campsite register to monitor use, collect fees, and to receive
comments from the users if park staff is not present.

2. Monitor area for impact due to human use and waste. When impacts and/or use
warrants additional site hardening, considerations will be made for the least
intrusive type of site hardening, and may include tent pads or additional pit
privies. Monitor and inspect campsites for to evaluate impacts from fires, tree
cutting, and other camping related use impacts.

3. Periodically check signs and physical condition of all park facilities and roads.
4. Record and review user information and register comments.

5. Monitor inappropriate use, or illegal uses of property. If warranted, enter into
enforcement contracts with the State Police and /or local Sheriff Department.

Off-Season Use
1. Warning signs will be placed at the access area on the potential hazardous
situation in the winter with the ice shelves from Reservoir drawdowns.

2. Snowmobiling will be prohibited on the Reservoir due to safety hazards
associated with the winter water draw down by revising and updating the ANR
Policy on Snowmobiling on State Owned Lands (5/5/92).

3. Ice fishing will continue to be allowed as generally ice fishermen do not use the
ice if it is unsafe (or they can’t get to the water to fish due to draw downs
resulting in two ice shelves).
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3.0 General Management Areas

Definition - An area where the dominant uses are timber harvesting, wildlife habitat
management concentrated trail networks, dispersed recreation, or other general land uses. In
these areas, a primary management consideration is minimizing conflict between the activities, as
well as with lands categorized as more sensitive where they are adjacent to a general
management area. In addition, more sensitive resources that occur within these areas may
require special attention.

At Green River Reservoir State Park, the General Management Areas represent 2,266
acres or 44% of the property. The General Management Areas include the remaining
portions of the property that do not generally have highly sensitive natural communities
and/or resources that need protection and special management (except for possible vernal
pools, rare, threatened and endangered species, historic resources, etc. that may be found
within the area), areas that have deed and/or easement restrictions, or the intensive
management area.

The forest cover types in the General Management Area consist of northern hardwood
stands (62%), mixed red spruce-hardwood stands (37%) and small stands of hemlock.

Past harvesting practices consisted of high-grading in the hardwood stands. High-grading
is a practice where only the larger trees of sawlog value are harvested, leaving behind
mostly low value and cull trees. This practice has created stands that are adequately
stocked and have a reasonable distribution of diameter classes; unfortunately the stems
left are of low quality.

The mixed spruce-hardwood stands were treated by diameter limit cutting of the
softwood species. This is the practice of removing all trees over a specified diameter,
usually the cut off being for sawlogs. What has resulted, are significantly understocked
stands of primarily poletimber-sized trees, and having poor species composition. Past
harvesting systematically removed the softwood, leaving very poor quality red maple and
yellow birch. Figure 1 illustrates the current diameter class distribution by number of
acres for both the northern hardwood and mixed spruce-hardwood stands.

There are three management options to consider: 1) Option 1 is to simply do nothing,
letting nature take its course and accepting whatever happens; 2) Option 2 is to work with
the existing overstory and manage the remaining acceptable growing stock; and 3) Option
3 is to clearcut and start over with the forest. Clearcutting would establish new
regeneration for the next stand.
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Figure 1: General Management Areas- Size Class
Distribution
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The DFPR will implement Option 2 when working in the hardwood stands and a
combination of Options 2 and 3 in the spruce-hardwood stands. For the hardwood stands,
treatments will consist of removing mostly cull trees along with the poorest quality
sawlogs and creating small openings for regenerating the hardwood species. Within the
mixed spruce-hardwoods stands, harvesting will focus on removing the hardwood
overstory from existing spruce regeneration in an effort to improve species composition.
It will take many years of diligent management to return these stands to their once
productive capacities. Option 1, doing nothing to the stand, is not acceptable. This would
only prolong the situation and leave the restoration work for future land managers.

Recreation in the General Management Area will be primarily for dispersed recreational
activities, such as trail uses, hunting, trapping, fishing, and primitive camping. Primitive
camping means camping in a forest with no developed facilities and leaving the area with
little or no evidence of human visitation. Primitive camping areas are usually difficult to
access, and have no facilities or a designated water supply. Primitive camping must be at
least 100 feet from any stream or body of water, 200 feet from any trail or property line,
and 1000 feet from any traveled road.

Management Objectives

1. Provide a sustainable flow of high quality forest products.
. Provide high quality habitat for target and general wildlife species.
3. Maintain a 50-foot buffer on each side of the mapped streams and a 100-foot
buffer around wetlands.
4. Provide opportunities for a wide variety of dispersed recreational opportunities
and activities: hiking/walking, mountain biking, horseback riding, snowmobiling,
cross-country skiing, hunting, fishing, trapping, and primitive camping.
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Maintain clean, high quality water resources and aquatic habitats. Restore quality
of water resources where necessary.

Promote healthy natural communities.

Protect important cultural and historic resources of the property and promote
visitor knowledge of the history of the property.

Provide opportunities for education, research, and monitoring activities.

Implementation Actions

(Planned activities; this may not be an all-inclusive list; other unforeseen actions may be
necessary to carry out the goals and objectives of this plan.)

1.

Vegetative management, over the next 20 to 50 years will focus on rehabilitating
the current stands. Management in the hardwood stands will be designed to work
with what is on the site by removing the poorest quality trees and attempting to
provide desired regeneration. For the hardwood stands the goal is to manage them
under an uneven-aged system. It will be many years before that stage is reached.
Treatments will occur every 15 to 20 years.

Management of the red spruce-hardwood stands will focus on improving the
softwood stocking by releasing small groups and patches of existing softwood
regeneration and creating conditions for the establishment of red spruce and
balsam fir. Over time this cover type will be managed as evenaged stands.
Treatments will occur every 10 to 15 years. They will be regenerated using a
shelterwood system or patch cuts.

Maintain and upgrade the existing truck road system for use in harvesting timber
and as recreational trails.

Relocate a portion of the Catamount Trail off the existing VAST Trail, if an
appropriate location can be determined.

Green River Reservoir State Park LRMP Final Draft 02/09/2005



70

4.0 Intensive Management Area

Definition - An area that is easily accessible and characterized by a high level of human activity

and high intensity development on or adjacent to state land Aesthetics and safety are the primary
management considerations in these areas. However, more sensitive resources that occur withing
these areas may require special attention.

There is one area designated as an Intensive Management Area at Green River Reservoir
State Park, which represents 18 acres, or 0.5% of the park. This area is the main entrance
to the park and currently provides such facilities as parking areas, temporary contact
station and storage shed, boat access and launch area, temporary port-a-lets, and bulletin
board and sign in registers.

Additional permanent park facilities will be necessary to adequately operate and manage
the Park from this main access area. These facilities include: ADA boat access trail; a
contact station with power and telephone; composting toilet facility; year round park
ranger or staff housing with adequate water and sewerage systems; storage and
equipment facilities; and any other necessary facilities.

Management Objectives

1. Protect the natural, cultural, and historic resources of the area.

Continue to provide dispersed, “wilderness-like” recreational opportunities.
Improve and develop necessary facilities to meet the needs of adequately
operating a state park. All facility development will be minimal and visually
unobtrusive as possible. Develop appropriate ADA accessible facilities.

4. Provide for healthy and safe recreational facilities and environs for visitors.

5. Manage and monitor use of area to maintain the high quality “wilderness-like”
recreational experience.

Provide public information about the park and “leave no trace” principles.

7. Promote visitor knowledge of the natural and cultural history of the property.

bl

o

Implementation Actions

General

1. DFPR will periodically conduct recreational user surveys at the Reservoir to
determine how the users feel about management changes, use, crowding, etc.

Park Entrance/Access Road

1. Maintain the park entrance or access road at the existing alignment and width
(unless traffic circulation patterns change) to allow for unheeded traffic
circulation within the access area.
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2. The park entrance road will be gated to control and limit vehicle access during
non-operational periods of the year.

Green River Reservoir State Park Entrance

Parking
1. Develop sufficient parking capacity that meets the maximum allowed use at the
Park, which will still provide a primitive or wilderness-like recreational
experience, but not be overbuilt. There will be three separate parking areas with a
total of no more than 75 parking spaces:

a. A small parking area near the boat drop-off area with at least two
parking spaces for use by persons with disabilities and a total
parking capacity of no more than 15 vehicles.

b. Mid-way on west side of access road, a 30 car (more or less)
parking area.

c. At the “old log landing,” a 30 car (more or less) parking area.

2. The parking areas will be ditched and have appropriate drainage to protect against
stormwater runoff reaching the Reservoir, or other environmentally sensitive

arcas.

3. Designate and sign the appropriate number of ADA compliant parking spaces.
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Boat Access

1.

Continue to provide only one boat access to the Reservoir, located at the southern
end of the Reservoir in its present location. Continue to provide only walk-in boat
launching by gating the trail to the water.

Minimize stormwater runoff and limit erosion at the existing boat access by
improving the drainage from the parking area and trail to the Reservoir and
stabilizing the shoreline near the edge of the water.

Erect a bulletin board near the access area to provide users with updated
information about using the area, loon nesting areas, a map showing active
campsites and day use areas, emergency protocol, leave no trace principles, etc.

Provide ADA compliant boat access to the water from the ADA compliant
parking space(s).

Access to Green River Reservoir

ak—ln
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Boat Launch Area After Shoreline Stabilization Project — June 2003
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Facility Development
1. All facility development will be minimal and in keeping with the Park’s
character. All new facility development must meet ADA compliance
requirements.

2. Construct composting toilets at the access area to meet public needs and current
regulatory codes.

3. Construct a park ranger residence and contact station to provide supporting
administrative facilities for park operations. Electric and telephone service is
needed to adequately operate the park and for emergency communications.

4. Signs will be kept to the minimum required for safety, information and direction.
They will be designed to have minimum visual impact.

Public Information
1. An interpretative brochure highlighting the history and cultural and historic
resources of the park may be developed. An interpretative trail could be
developed, or these sites could be located/identified along the trail system.

2. Oral history interviews will be conducted with the old timers to document their
knowledge of the area before they pass on. Morrisville Water and Light and
others have old pictures, written text, and memories that should be gathered and
archived with the Hyde Park, Eden, and Morrisville Historical Societies.
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D. Management Actions by Resource Category

1. Park Operations and Management

Park administration and operations refers to the policies, rules and regulations,
procedures, programs, and services required to operate a specific state park on a day-to-
day basis.

Each Vermont state park is governed by state statutes, ANR and DFPR policies and
procedures, and the “Rules and Regulations, Visitor Conduct & Fees and Charges for
State Park Services and Commercial Activities on Department Lands.” Each state park
also has a “Park Ranger Manual” and specific park “Operations Manual,” which provides
park staff with daily guidance and information necessary to operate the park.

The Park Ranger Manual includes specific information about the organization’s
expectations for operating a park, such as the rules and regulations (mentioned above),
accounting and reservation practices, personnel policies and expectations, and facility
maintenance requirements. The Park Operations Manual provides more specific
information about operating a specific park, such as Green River Reservoir State Park,
and includes topics on staffing, maintenance schedules, facility development and
maintenance schedules, enforcement procedures, and emergency services. This
Operations Manual is reviewed and updated annually by park staff.

There have been certain overall operating principles and strategies that have been
established for Green River Reservoir that are different from the approaches the
organization takes for the other 55 state parks in the system.

Implementation Actions

Marketing and Promotion
1. Green River Reservoir State Park will not be actively promoted or marketed.

Public informational materials and products that indicate locations and general
information that are acceptable include: the Green River Reservoir State Park
brochure; the Vermont State Parks brochure, the state highway map; the Fish
Vermont map; and other similar maps.

Promotional materials and products that have been determined to not be
acceptable at this time include: the Vermont Campground Guide and other similar
products. Press releases about the park should be kept to a minimum.
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When the appropriate time arrives, Green River Reservoir State Park will be
added to the Vermont State Parks website in order to provide appropriate
information about what type of park Green River Reservoir is, how to make a
camping reservation, and other information that is necessary.

2. Roads, Trails and Trail Use

Portions of both the Vermont Association of Snow Travelers (VAST) and the Catamount
Trail Association (CTA) winter trail systems are currently located in the park. VAST
Trail Route #100, #100C, and the Catamount Trail coincide on the same trail corridor on
the eastern side of the property using existing logging roads as the corridor. Toward the
middle of the property and the northern end of the Reservoir, the VAST Trail Route #100
diverges north through the middle of the property to again connect with VAST Trail
Route #100F. Along the eastern edge of the property in the north, the VAST Trail Route
#100 continues off of the property towards Albany and Craftsbury, Vermont. Near the
north central part of the property VAST Trail Route #100F continues northwest towards
South Pond and Eden (see Winter Recreation Map).

The many skid and logging roads throughout the park have also been used minimally for
other trail activities, including hiking/walking, mountain bicycling, horseback riding, and
snowmobiling. Use of motor vehicles and ATVs by the public on park roads and trails are
not permitted; however, illegal ATV use continues to be a problem on park land.

During 1999 and 2000 summer seasons, all skid and logging roads were inventoried,
mapped, and assessed for potential trail development and/or designation. This
information will be used to develop a designated trail system within the park.

There is no legal access to the east side of the park property from Collins Pond Road, to
the north through South Pond Road, or to the west towards the dam off of Upper Diggins
Road. This severely limits most trail opportunities, however, the current private
landowners have allowed trail users to gain access to the park property across their
private roads mainly for snowmobiling and cross-country skiing in the winter and
informal trail use in the summer. Until such time that legal access is obtained, trail and
recreational access and use via these three private roads will not be encouraged. Through
the efforts of VAST and the CTA permission has been granted from the private
landowner to use the private road off of Collins Pond Road for winter trail activities. The
DFPR will partner with VAST and the CTA to continue these two trail corridors on park
property as much as feasible.
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[insert Winter Recreation Map]
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back of winter map
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Implementation Actions

General

L.

A trail system for hiking, mountain biking, and cross-country skiing will be
developed in the southern section of the park property with trailheads located on
the Green River Dam Road (on park property) and on the Garfield Road (on
Morrisville Water and Light property dependent upon approval). The trail system
would continue to the west side of the property from the south on the Manosh
Cross Easement and linking to existing logging roads. On the west side,
trailheads will be located on the Upper Diggins Road (on park property) and near
the gate (on park property) on the private road that goes towards the dam. These
two trailheads on the west side will also serve as parking areas for summer and
fall use. There will be no winter/spring parking areas on the west side of the park
as the road to these is a Class IV Town Road.

2. The gravel from the existing gravel pits will only be used to maintain the roadway
and trail systems in the Park. It will not be hauled off site. If there are major
upgrades to facilities, such as the second parking lot, gravel will most likely be
hauled in from external sources.

Snowmobiling
1. Snowmobiling is only allowed on the designated VAST winter trail system.

2. Snowmobiling on the ice of the Reservoir will be prohibited as there are many

times when the ice is unsafe due to water draw downs. The ANR Policy on
Snowmobiling on State Owned Lands (May 15, 1992) will be amended to include
Green River Reservoir as public water body where snowmobiling will be
prohibited.

If winter recreational use conflicts with the management of the deer wintering
area, the existing VAST and Catamount Trails may need to be relocated or
closed.

The existing VAST Trail Route #100C and #100F will continue in their present
location, but will be relocated when the trail crosses important wetlands and
natural communities.

Cross-Country Skiing

1.

The existing Catamount Trail, which follows the VAST Trail Route #100 and
#100C, will be relocated to a separate trail corridor if an appropriate location can
be determined and developed.
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2. A cross-country ski trail may be developed circumnavigating the Reservoir if an
appropriate location can be determined. The portion of this trail east of the
Reservoir could be co-located with the Catamount Trail.

Other Trail Uses
1. The logging roads will continue to be open to the following informal trail uses:
hiking, walking, mountain biking, horseback riding, cross-country skiing, and
snowmobiling (only on designated VAST trails).

3. Primitive Camping

Primitive camping (not to be confused with remote camping along the shoreline of the
Reservoir) is a specific activity that is allowed on state lands only within designated areas
and by certain guidelines as defined in the policies of the Department of Forests, Parks
and Recreation. The Conservation Easement for Green River Reservoir State Park allows
the public the right of access to the entire property and for primitive camping to occur.

Primitive camping is allowed throughout the Park, except for within the 500-foot buffer
of the Reservoir (Special Management Area) and the Schofield Pond Wetlands Complex
(Highly Sensitive Management Area). Access to primitive camping is only allowed via
land (on foot, no vehicles are allowed on Park roads and trails), and not by water from the
Reservoir. Vehicles may be used on town roads that abut park land for access to primitive
camping.

Primitive camping must be at least 100 feet from any stream or body of water, 200 feet
from any trail or property line, and 1000 feet from any traveled road. There are no
facilities and no designated water supplies for primitive camping, and it is allowed year-
round. There are other general DFPR guidelines for primitive camping that follow “no
trace” camping.

Implementation Actions

1. Monitor primitive camping impacts on the resources.
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4. Water Resources

The management of Green River Reservoir State Park by the Department of Forests,
Parks, and Recreation will, at a minimum, maintain the quality of all surface waters
associated with the land. It is understood that agricultural and silvicultural activities that
follow Accepted Agricultural Practices and Acceptable Management Practices are
presumed to conform to the rebuttable presumption of compliance with Vermont's Water
Quality Standards.

Managers of ANR land holdings will cooperate with the ANR's Department of
Environmental Conservation, Water Quality Division with their watershed planning
initiatives for the Lamoille River and others as they are undertaken.

The Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation’s Watershed Planning process
is underway in the Lamoille River watershed. The watershed basin planning effort
includes the determination of the water management type of all waters located with the
basin(s). Through this process, the assignment water classification and water
management type for all waters will take into consideration the existing water quality, the
desired water quality, and whether or not the desired quality is attainable.

Since the 1960s, Vermont has had a classification system for waters that establishes
management goals. Setting water quality management goals is the responsibility of the
Vermont Water Resources Board. These goals describe the values and uses of surface
waters that are to be protected or restored through appropriate management practices. The
Agency of Natural Resources works to implement activities that restore, maintain or
protect the management goals. The current classification system includes two classes: A
and B. Class A waters are divided into two subclasses: A(1) and A(2).

Presently, in all basins, waters above 2,500 feet in elevation are classified as A(1) by
Vermont statute and are managed to maintain their natural condition. Waters used as
public water supplies are classified as A(2). All remaining waters are Class B waters. As
part of the Water Quality Standards revisions in 2000, the system was changed to divide
Class B waters into three management types: B1 (best), B2 (better), and B3 (good). This
change was made to furnish a greater level of protection to existing higher quality waters
and to recognize attainable uses that could be supported by improvements to existing
water quality.

The revised Water Quality Standards require that all basin plans place Class B waters into
one of the three water management types where the typing has not already been done. All
Class B waters must still support the designated uses described in the Vermont Water
Quality Standards for Class B waters, which include, among other uses, suitability for
aquatic life, boating, fishing, swimming, and drinking with treatment.

The initial proposal in the Lamoille River watershed plan sets management goals for
waters within the Green River watershed. The B1 proposal is based upon the pristine
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condition of certain reaches of waters. Assessments of these waters conducted by staff
from the Agency of Natural Resources indicate that the areas are mostly forested and
sparsely populated and/or provides significant wetlands and wildlife habitat, fisheries
spawning areas, and pristine water quality. The B1 designation, or almost natural
conditions, has been proposed for many of the headwater tributaries to the Green River
Reservoir (excluding the Reservoir itself) and ponds and wetlands adjacent to the
Reservoir, including Schofield Pond, Mud Pond, Perch Pond, Wiley Brook, Zach Woods
Pond, and several unnamed streams, ponds and wetlands.

The initial proposal also recommends a B3 designation for waters on the Green River
Reservoir for the waters affected by the dam. The B3 proposal within this reach includes
the entire impounded and bypass areas of the dam. The B3 designation allows for
continued water level fluctuation to augment flow for the Morrisville Hydroelectric
Project.

Final water management types for the Reservoir will be determined through a public
rulemaking process by the Vermont Water Resources Board.
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Section V
Management Activities for the
Next 20 Years

The long-range management plan, outlines in a general way how Green River Reservoir
State Park will be managed for the foreseeable future. Management activities to be
undertaken in a particular year are detailed in the Annual Stewardship Plan prepared by
the District Stewardship Team. These are available for public review for each fiscal year
beginning in June for the following July through June.

This section of the plan offers more specific details about the priorities for management
activities and practices that will be implemented at the Park. Some management activities
are ongoing stewardship activities (i.e., picking up litter, mowing lawns), which do not
need to be identified and are assumed to occur as baseline responsibilities for owning the
land. Other management activities are maintenance related, such as replacing a roof,
brushing trails, re-graveling roads, thinning for wildlife habitat, or brush hogging a field.
Exactly when these types of projects are implemented often depends upon the availability
of funding and staff resources, which varies from year to year. Many of these items are
routine and will usually not be included in the Annual Stewardship Plan.

Another management activity included here is the cutting schedule for timber harvests for
the next 20 years. This activity is more predictable than other activities. However, due to
a variety of circumstances described in the timber sale section, harvest operations may
need to be shifted a few years one way or the other. Due to the long-term durability of
forests, this will have little effect on the final outcome.

Other management activities may include new facility development or upgrades to
existing facilities, land additions to the park, and new demands from users, which are
unknown at this point in time. The implementation of these activities is often dependent
on available funding, and implementation may be delayed even when urgent. As these
projects or activities arise, each project will undergo resource analysis and public review.

A. Park Operations and Management

Management responsibilities for recreation at Green River Reservoir State Park are
shared between the Parks and Forestry Divisions. The Parks Division typically manages
the “park,” its campgrounds, picnic areas, day use areas, buildings, and other intensively
used sites. The Forestry Division typically manages the more dispersed recreational
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opportunities, such as hiking, snowmobiling, cross-country skiing, mountain biking, and
primitive camping. The two divisions will be working cooperatively on projects at Green
River Reservoir State Park.

Park administration and operations refers to the policies, rules and regulations,
procedures, programs, and services required to operate a specific state park on a day-to-
day basis. Each Vermont state park is governed by state statutes, ANR and DFPR policies
and procedures, and the “Rules and Regulations, Visitor Conduct & Fees and Charges for
State Park Services and Commercial Activities on Department Lands.” Each state park
also has a “Park Ranger Manual” and specific park “Operations Manual,” which provides
park staff with daily guidance and information necessary to operate the park.

The Park Ranger Manual includes specific information about the organization’s
expectations for operating a park, such as the rules and regulations (mentioned above),
accounting and reservation practices, personnel policies and expectations, and facility
maintenance requirements. The Park Operations Manual provides more specific
information about operating a specific park, such as Green River Reservoir State Park,
and includes topics on staffing, maintenance schedules, facility development and
maintenance schedules, enforcement procedures, and emergency services. This
Operations Manual is reviewed and updated annually by park staff.

There have been certain overall operating principles and strategies that have been
established for Green River Reservoir that are different from the approaches the
organization takes for the other 55 state parks in the system. They have been reflected
throughout this long-range management plan.

1. Marketing and Promotion

As the primary management philosophy of Green River Reservoir State Park is to protect
the wilderness-like experience that is atypical of most of Vermont’s state parks, Green
River Reservoir will be managed in a way to control the amount and type of use the Park
receives. Part of this philosophy will be to not actively promote or market Green River
Reservoir State Park.

Appropriate public informational materials and products that identify the location and
general information about the Park are acceptable. Examples include the Green River
Reservoir State Park brochure; the Vermont State Parks brochure, the state highway map;
the Fish Vermont map; and other similar maps. Promotional materials and products that
promote more than provide general information that have been determined to not be
acceptable at this time include the Vermont Campground Guide and other similar
products. Press releases and news articles about the Park will be kept to a minimum, and
the message within the articles will be crafted in a manner to be sensitive to the
management philosophy of Green River Reservoir State Park. When the appropriate time
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arrives, Green River Reservoir State Park will be added to the Vermont State Parks
website in order to provide appropriate information about what type of park Green River
Reservoir is, how to make a camping reservation, and other information that is necessary.

2. Constructing New Recreational Facilities and Trails

Capital improvement funds are usually obtained through the legislative process in the
capital budget, which is passed annually. Vermont State Parks typically receives little
capital monies; when such monies are appropriated it is usually directed to failing
systems or to meet federal accessibility, health and safety codes. Capital monies for new
facilities are difficult to obtain through this process. In 2001, the Legislature created the
Land and Facilities Trust Fund to provide sustainable funding for stewardship activities
on state lands, which could include the development of new park facilities. This Fund
will become available when the there is a sustainable principle in the Fund. The Agency
is proposing use of some of the Fund in fiscal year 06. The Friends of Green River
Reservoir may provide an avenue, or partnership, in order to leverage private donations
and/or foundation dollars to assist in developing the park to fully make it operational.
Most of the trail work will be funded through the Vermont Recreation Trails Fund, a fund
set up using gas tax receipts from non-highway sales of gasoline.

Recreational Priorities for Implementation

Priorities for implementation do not have any timeframes associated with them as some
require substantial sums of capital monies in order to implement. Instead, a general
priority rating has been given to guide the Department.

High Priorities (not in order of priority)

ADA compliance

Contact Station and adequate communication systems
Boat access area toilet facility

Signage and public information (e.g., maps)
Designate and establish campsites

Pit toilet construction

Develop parking areas and trail system

Remove hazardous trees near campsites

Monitor safety hazards

Monitor for invasive species

Establish bird monitoring site

Gain legal vehicle road access on east and west sides of property
Relocate the Catamount Trail, as appropriate

VVVVVVVVVVVVY
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Medium Priorities (not in order of priority)
» Park Ranger House
» Interpretative signage
» Eliminate or diminish safety hazards
» Shoreline erosion stabilization and improvements

New Projects

All new projects, whether proposed by the Department or by an outside organization,
must go through an extensive review process. The following are some of the questions
and issues that must be addressed before a new project can be approved:

Does the parcel deed allow the activity?

Is the activity consistent with the parcel’s management?

Is the activity consistent with agency and department policies?

Is it compatible with the land use classification? Recreation Opportunity
Spectrum (ROS) classification?

Are there significant resource issues? wildlife habitat; rare, threatened and
endangered species; wetlands; cultural/historic, etc.

Are there other user group conflicts?

Is an Act 250 permit required? local permits required?

Is a storm water permit required? wetland permits?

Who will be responsible for construction, maintenance, signing, parking,
enforcement, etc.?

A o e

LRI

A new project can take a significant commitment of time and energy from conception to
construction. Because of the district’s small staff and many other responsibilities, the
Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation will seldom propose a new recreational
facility or trail unless it is to meet recreational needs and demands, resolve an
environmental issue, improve operations and management of an area, or to limit user
conflicts. Therefore, it will take a very committed organization or individual to get a new
facility or trail effort off the drawing board and onto the ground and take on
responsibility for maintenance.

New and unknown recreational uses and activities are always surfacing. Again they will
have to go through a similar review process before use can occur.

B. Roads and Access

One of the main barriers to management at Green River Reservoir State Park is legal
vehicle access to the lands around the Reservoir. Other than the main access to the park
from the Green River Dam Road, there is limited legal vehicle road access to the
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remainder of the property. The Morrisville Water and Light Department developed a
number of verbal agreements with adjacent landowners to get access to the land
surrounding the Reservoir. There is legal road access from the Upper Diggins Road on
the west side of the property and a deeded right-of-way from Bornemann Road on the
east side.

The Department will pursue contacts with the adjacent landowners to obtain legal rights-
of-way along the existing roads that access the land surrounding the Reservoir.

There are no plans for constructing new truck roads on Green River Reservoir State Park.
However, this may need to be revised depending on the ability to gain legal access to the
property. Maintaining the existing truck roads is an on-going process. The culvert headers
are cleared of leaves and other debris annually. Periodically the ditches are cleaned and
re-established using an excavator. Culverts are repaired or replaced and the road surface
is graded and graveled as needed. Any bridges will be maintained, repaired and replaced
as needed. In the maintenance of the existing truck roads it may be beneficial to replace
some culverts with bridges. The roadsides are mowed to keep woody vegetation from
growing up and closing in the roads.

There are numerous skid roads on the property that will be used periodically for timber
harvesting operations. When they are not in use they will be closed down by
waterbarring, removal of temporary water crossings, and blocking access.

C. Timber Sale Schedule

The timber management goals for Green River Reservoir State Park include: manage on a
sustainable basis; improve tree quality, vigor and species composition; improve wildlife
habitat where opportunities present; maintain high standards for water quality; practice
demonstration quality silviculture; maintain high aesthetic values associated with the
Green River Reservoir viewshed; work with the natural community classifications to
assure appropriate species composition on each site; and accommodate recreational uses
where possible.

For timber management purposes, the park is divided into smaller units called
compartments, usually determined by natural features. On Green River Reservoir, the
Eden-Hyde Park town line is also a compartment boundary. There are seven
compartments on Green River Reservoir State Park (see Timber Sales Map).

A detailed sale prescription will be prepared for each project at the time it appears in the
Annual Stewardship Plan. The property will be re-inventoried on a 10- to 20-year
schedule. This timber sale schedule covers all treatments in the General Management
Area (3.0) and the Special Management Area (2.2). There will be 100-foot buffer around
all wetlands and a 50-foot buffer along major streams. No harvesting will be allowed
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F. Historic and Cultural Resources

Department personnel will monitor the historic and cultural resources within the Green
River Reservoir State Park for degradation. Appropriate management strategies will be
undertaken to protect these resources.
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