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The Grand Trunk Railway,
now the St. Lawrence & Atlantic, 

made Island Pond an important rail 
center when, in 1853, the village 

became the half-way point for
trains connecting the  markets 

of Montreal, QC and 
Portland, ME.

Local youth in the NorthWoods 
Conservation Corps, supported by

the Town of Brighton, re-established
the Bluff Mountain Trail after the 

Ice Storm of 1998. After many
upgrades over the years, it now

connects the community to
the new Bluff Ridge Trail.  

In 1998, Champion International 
sold their lands in northeastern Vermont. 

Through a complex agreement, 22,000-acres 
became the state-owned West Mountain Wildlife

Management Area, the US Fish and Wildlife Service
acquired 26,000-acres for the Silvio O. Conte National

Wildlife Refuge, and 84,000-acres were purchased 
by a private timber company (now Weyerhaeuser) with 

easements that ensure the lands will remain open
to the public and continue as working forest.

CAUTION!
Narrow Underpass

In partnership with:
The Kingdom Heritage Trail 

passes through a working forest 
that is actively managed for multiple 

uses and important to the region's forest 
economy. Respect private timberlands 

and avoid active operations.

Sweet Tree, LLC and Maple Guild
is the largest sugaring operation in the 
world. With over 450,000 taps, they are

an important local employer and a global
leader in the maple industry. Their lands 

are conserved with easements that ensure
public access and support the working forest. 

Please respect private forestlands and 
avoid active operations. 

Vista

Brighton 
Town Forest

Brighton Water
Department

EMERGENCY: CALL 911
The Kingdom Heritage Lands are remote and unpatrolled
where hazards, changing conditions, and varied terrain all

affect your safety. Be prepared for a backcountry emergency. 
Cell phone service is limited and, in many areas, not available.

BACKCOUNTRY SAFETY

The Kingdom Heritage Trail was first conceived in 
1998 but didn't become reality until 2001, when the 
Green Mountain Club became corridor manager for
hiking trails on the former Champion Lands and 
then 2010 when NorthWoods Stewardship Center 
crews constructed the first sections of trail on the
north side of Middle Mountain. With support of the 
partners- Weyerhaeuser, Sweet Tree, the Town of
Brighton, VT Department of Forests, Parks and 
Recreation, US Fish & Wildlife Service, Nature
Conservancy, and Vermont Land Trust- the
Kingdom Heritage Trail system now rambles
over 20-miles of Northern Forest terrain. 
You can help steward this resource by 
practicing the Leave No Trace ethics, 
volunteering time, supporting the 
non-profit trail management groups, 
and investing in the local economy.
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Gore Mountain once served as a 
forest fire lookout station- overlooking 

the vast timberlands of northern Essex County. 
Built in 1912, it was the second oldest lookout 
in Vermont. In 1934, the Civilian Conservation 
Corps (CCC) constructed a new fire tower that

was in use until it was removed in 1973.

The rugged and remote Gore 
Mountain Trail was abandoned

in the 1970's and later re-established
by NorthWoods Stewardship Center
crews in 2000. The trailhead is just 

5-miles south of the Village of Norton, 
situated on the US- Canada border.

In 1996, the State of Vermont and
Hancock Timber Resources Group

conserved 31,270 acres of timberland
through the Federal Forest Legacy Program. 

The lands, currently owned by Sweet Tree LLC, 
Peter Piper Timber, and others are protected

with easements ensuring that forest
management and public access 

continue in perpetuity.

The Nulhegan Basin Division 
of the Silvio O. Conte National Fish

and Wildlife Refuge is managed by the 
US Fish and Wildlife Service and protects 

26,000 acres of lowland forest that supports
rare species, extensive wetlands, and 
migratory songbird habitat. The lands 

are available for hunting, fishing, 
and compatible recreation. 

Unknown Pond is the headwaters of the 
North Branch Nulhegan River- one of several

tributaries that drain into the circular Nulhegan
River basin. The  forests of the Nulhegan Basin 

support abundant wildlife and a camp culture
that dates to the region's long-standing

logging tradition. 

Vista

Plea se Note: Every effort ha s b een m a d e to reflec t the m ost a c c ura te inform a tion a t the tim e of p rinting. Cha nges in tra il
loc a tions, c ond itions, bla zing or signs oc cur over tim e. Ma p  users a c c ep t inherent risks a nd  b ea r p ersona l resp onsib ility.

Bill Sladyk WMA

KINGDOM HERITAGE LANDS
HIKING TRAIL MAP

20-m iles of rem ote hiking
in Verm ont's Northea st Kingd om
Kingdom Heritage Trail System

Bluff Mounta in Rid ge Tra il

Gore Mounta in Tra il
Mid d le Mounta in Tra il
U nknown Pond  Tra il

Bluff Mounta in Com m unity Tra il

• Pla n a hea d  a nd  p rep a re.
• Tra vel & c a m p  on d ura b le surfa c es.
• Disp ose of wa ste p rop erly.
• L ea ve wha t you find .

• Minim ize c a m p fire im p a c ts a nd
     b e c a reful with fire.
• Resp ec t wild life.
• Be c onsid era te of other visitors.

Practice Leave No Trace Principles:
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