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March 19, 2020 
 
A message to Vermont foresters and landowners: 
 
As people and organizations across the state adapt to COVID-19, the lives of landowners and work of public 
and private foresters are no exception. Below we have provided some guidance and outlined some changes to 
help you and your landowner through submission of plan updates during this time.  
 
April 1 Use Value Appraisal Forest Management Plan Deadline Extensions 
Use Value Appraisal forest management plan updates due this year that can’t be submitted by the April 1st 
deadline because of circumstances related to the COVID-19, can receive an extension. Consistent with 
statute, demonstration of such circumstances to a county forester by a landowner will allow FPR to receive 
the plan at a later date. In addition, because circumstances related to COVID-19 are known and widespread, 
consulting foresters may request an extension on behalf of a landowner without a power of attorney for 
COVID-19 related delays.  
 
To request an extension, please send a request and supporting information in writing to the county forester. 
Please include all elements identified in the extension standards.  
 
Please note that the extension standards have been revised to include the following language: Under specific 
circumstances, such as when a landowner is physically or mentally unable to request an extension or when 
shared circumstances preventing timely submission of plans are widespread, FPR may allow licensed 
foresters or other agents to request extensions on behalf of landowners. 
 
Modifications to Signature Requirements 
To accommodate ease of plan submission and consistent program administration, both original and 
electronic signatures will satisfy the requirement that forest management plans be signed by the landowner. 
This means that signatures on plans can now be original, electronic, facsimile, or photocopied. The policy is 
posted on the UVA website. This change will take effect immediately and will remain in effect until further 
notice.    
 
Submitting Plans 
Please refrain from submitting plans in person as some offices may be closed and we need to limit traffic in 
our office environments. We ask that plans either be mailed or emailed. Before submitting a 

http://www.vtfpr.org/
https://fpr.vermont.gov/sites/fpr/files/Forest_and_Forestry/Your_Woods/Library/Extension%20Standards%203_16_20.pdf
https://fpr.vermont.gov/sites/fpr/files/Forest_and_Forestry/Your_Woods/Library/UVA%20Signature%20guidance%20Final.pdf


 

 

                                             

plan via email, please confirm the preferred process directly with the receiving county forester.  In all cases, 
hard copy maps will need to be submitted to the county forester. 
 
We ask that only one plan be submitted per email.  In the subject line of the email please include:  Plan 
Update: (last name) (town)  
 
e.g. Subject Line: Plan Update: Smith, Underhill 
 
Working Together 
We expect that despite the circumstances, timely review of plans is of value. This will mean that county 
foresters may reach out seeking clarifications or edits to plans or maps.  During a global pandemic, it may 
seem odd to receive a question for clarification on stand history, silvicultural prescription, or other specific 
UVA Program standards, however please know that such requests are made in the interest of maintaining 
service and UVA program integrity, and hope they are received as such.     
 
Many state employees are beginning to work from home to reduce the risk of COVID-19 transmission in 
office environments. Our county foresters are prepared to work remotely and are able to access databases, 
email, and some landowner files. However, access to some landowner files may be limited and if they are 
needed, may need to be retrieved from offices, potentially resulting in delays.  Additionally, like everybody 
else, some staff will need to attend to other demands, e.g., childcare or elderly care. While we will continue 
to assist private landowners, towns, and administer UVA and NRCS programs, there may be interruptions. 
Please be patient as we navigate how to best maintain our level of service. Thank you.  
 
 
 
Sincerely. 
 

 
 
Keith Thompson  
Private lands Program Manager 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



County Forester Contact Information 

 

                                             

Addison County Forester 
Chris Olson 
23 Pond Lane, Suite 300  
Middlebury, VT 05753 
Cell: 802-770-8800                            
chris.olson@vermont.gov 
  
Bennington County Forester 
Cory Creagan 
271 North Main Street, Suite 215 
Rutland, VT  05701-2423 
Cell Phone: 802-505-0068                            
cory.creagan@vermont.gov 
  
Caledonia/Essex County Forester 
Matthew Langlais  
374 Emerson Falls Road 
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819  
Cell: 802-535-8486 
matt.langlais@vermont.gov 
  
Chittenden County Forester  
Ethan Tapper  
111 West Street 
Essex Junction, VT 05452-4695 
Cell: 802-585-9099 
ethan.tapper@vermont.gov 
  
Franklin/Grand Isle County Forester 
Nancy Patch                                 
278 South Main Street, Suite 2 
St Albans, VT 05478 
Work Phone: 802-524-6501 x441  
nancy.patch@vermont.gov 
  
Lamoille County Forester 
Vacant 
If there are urgent needs, please email: 
rick.dyer@vermont.gov 
Cc: keith.thompson@vermont.gov  
  
Orleans County Forester 
Jared Nunery 
1162 North Craftsbury Road 
(Mail: P.O. Box 62) 
Craftsbury Common, VT  05827 
Cell: 802-595-5754 
jared.nunery@vermont.gov 
  
 

Orange County Forester 
Dave Paganelli                                                 
118 Prospect Street, Suite 102 
White River Junction, VT  05001 
Work Phone: 802-461-5304 
david.paganelli@vermont.gov 
  
Orange/Windsor County Forester 
A.J. Follensbee 
118 Prospect Street, Suite 102 
White River Junction, VT  05001 
Primary Phone: 802-595-2429 
Alternate Phone: 802-281-5262    
allen.follensbee@vermont.gov 
  
Rutland County Forester/ 
Kyle Mason  
271 North Main Street, Suite 215 
Rutland, VT  05701-2423 
Work Phone: 802-595-9736 
kyle.mason@vermont.gov 
  
Southern Windsor County Forester 
Hannah Dallas 
118 Prospect Street, Suite 102 
White River Junction, VT 05001 
Work phone: 802-622-4169 
hannah.dallas@vermont.gov  
  
Washington County Forester 
Vacant 
If there are urgent needs, please email  
or call Dan Singleton: 
Work Phone: 802-476-0172 (call will be forwarded to 
Cell Phone) 
dan.singleton@vermont.gov 
cc: keith.thompson@vermont.gov  
  
Windham County Forester 
Sam Schneski  
130 Austine Drive, Suite 300 
Brattleboro, VT 05301 
Work Phone: 802-257-7967 ext. 305 
Cell: 802-380-8916 
sam.schneski@vermont.gov 
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