________________________________________________________
[image: ]
Vermont Department of Forests, Parks & Recreation
________________________________________________________
RECREATIONAL TRAILS PROGRAM (RTP)
2015 Mini Grant Application
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Supporting trails and greenways close to every home in Vermont
Application Due Date:  May 22, 2015
Application Submission Requirements:  
[bookmark: _GoBack]
· Send (1) electronic set of all application materials by May 22, 2015; 
· Email the application completely with all materials attached; 
· Send with a subject title “2015 Mini Grant Application” to:  sherry.winnie@state.vt.us

Ineligible projects and incomplete or late applications will not be considered.  
Instructions and Evaluation Criteria:  Please answer all questions in the application.  Grants will be recommended by the Vermont Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation (FPR) according to how much the applicant includes the items below: 
· Project has little environmental impact (no new trail construction projects);
· Community service component;
· Youth involvement;
· Educational, informative, and/or adds trail safety elements for the general public;
· Enhances recreational benefits;
· Landowner permission and land managing organization’s agreement with the landowner to maintain the specific trail(s) in the application;
· Trail(s) is/are part of the Vermont Trail System.

Note:  If mini grant is for tools to help maintain trails, the applicant must tell how and where the tools will be used, and stored when not in use; Attach a map to show trail(s) where tools and equipment will be used; And, attach evidence for as many criteria listed above applicable. 

Overview of Mini Grants  
The Vermont Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation offers mini-grant opportunities for municipalities and non-profit organizations to enhance existing public trails in Vermont, or to help to maintain the Vermont Trail System with access to public trails in Vermont.
Mini grants provide lump-sum grant awards of $1,000 for small scale, minimal impact public trail projects that will provide long-term benefits to trail users; 
Check first with your local permitting specialist before applying to see if any state or local permits may be required for the trail work you intend to do.  If permits are required for your project, first obtain permits before applying for a grant and attach them to this application;
Eligible trails:
· Trails that are part of the Vermont Trail System; 
· Trails on publicly owned property (town, state, federal entities);
· Trails on private property which have public trail easements or another legally binding agreement filed on record to allow public recreational use(s);
Each trail project submitted in a request for mini grant funds must include:
· Evidence of trail work posing minimal environmental impact:  the proposed project must clearly pose no adverse effects to environmental or historic resources;  
· A community service component;
Other considerations:  
· Under-served populations involved in this project; 
· Citizen engagement;
· Involvement of senior citizens or retirees in the project;
· Trails of the Vermont Trail System
· Engagement of youth:  Tell how a youth conservation corps, youth service crews, or other youth group will be involved; 
Please provide support/evidence how your project helps serve populations described above; 
What can mini grant funds be used for?
· Annual roving costs (clearing blow-downs/removing debris using hand tools, cleaning debris from existing culverts and drainage areas along established public trails)
· Trail related educational materials to direct trail use or protect trails or environmental habitat; i.e., development, printing and distribution of trail related educational materials about responsible trail use; 
· Trail safety or trail patrol programs; 
· Trail sign/directional trail sign replacement to replace deteriorated, unreadable signs that currently exist on the trail; Interpretive panels for existing kiosks; 
· Trail markers, blazing, and mile-markers for placement along trails; 
· Trail register boxes; 
· Trail counters to help measure/manage trail use(s);
· Purchase of small trail tools or small equipment for trail maintenance (i.e., trail crew tools such as clinometers, flagging tape, Pulaskis, pick mattocks, axes, hoes, shovels, cross-cut & bow saws, Mcleods, loppers, pruners, safety glasses, hard hats, tamping bars, rock bars, hammers, wheelbarrows)
· Trailhead or trailside composting toilet/privy; 
Cover letter:  Please attach a 1-page cover letter to this application to tell why you are requesting a mini grant. Include other information not included below.
Applicant/Sponsor Information
Name of sponsoring organization or municipality (applicant): 
Sponsor type:      ___   Municipality      ___   Non-profit organization
Sponsor’s mailing address: 
City/Town & zip code:
Contact person/title:
Contact person’s telephone:
Contact person’s email:
Is the Sponsor a member of the Vermont Trails & Greenways Council?
Project Information
Trail Project/Trail Name:  
Project Location (city/town):
Directions to the project:
Who owns the property where funds will be used?  

Who is responsible for managing and maintaining the trail(s)?

NOTE:  If trail is on private property, attach a public trail easement or other legally binding agreement to this application. Since mini grants are funded with public (State) funds, if you use this grant for a trail on privately owned property, landowner permission is required in the form of a public trail easement or other legally binding agreement and must be attached to this application.  
Project type:     □   Motorized     □   Non-Motorized     □   Multiple Use 
Please mark all uses trail users have to the trail or trails that this mini grant will support: 
□   Hiking			□   Equestrian			□	Interpretive/Educational
□   Running/Walking		□   Cross Country Skiing	□	Off-Highway Vehicle
□   Biking			□   Snow shoeing		□	In-line Skating
□   Accessible Access		□   Water Trail use		□          Snowmobiling
□   Other:  __________________________________________________________________
Project summary:
a) Describe what you will use these mini grant funds for, why this is important, and tell how youth will be involved in this project. Tell how these funds will benefit your trail(s) and trail users,  




b) How will community service be addressed through this grant?     




c) If using the funds for trail tools, supplies/equipment list all tools, supplies and equipment that will be purchased. Tell where and how they will be used and who will use them.  Provide the permanent address where the tools/equipment will be stored during their useful life;



d) Attach a topographical map to show the trail(s) and the trail location property/ies; 
· Mark the trail and project components on the map. 
· Include a legend indicating how/where funds will be used;
Complete the budget below, listing estimated expenses you will use the mini grant for. If awarded a mini grant, a fully executed grant agreement will be issued by FPR allowing you to make eligible purchases and you will be required to verify payment of these expenditures upon completion.  
Mini Grant Budget
Estimated Budget/Description of Cost Estimate				Cost
1. ________________________________________________________   $______________	
2. ________________________________________________________   $______________	
3. ________________________________________________________   $______________
4. ________________________________________________________    $______________
5. ________________________________________________________	$______________
6.  ________________________________________________________	$______________
7.  ________________________________________________________	$______________
9.  ________________________________________________________	$______________
10. _______________________________________________________    $______________
TOTAL COST ESTIMATED:	$______________
MINI GRANT REQUEST		$______________
BALANCE (Subtract mini grant request from total cost):	$ ______________
If the total costs exceed $1,000, where will other funds come from? 

Signature:  By signing below, I attest that the information contained in this application is accurate and complete to the best of my knowledge; And, if funds are awarded the sponsor indicated in this application will first enter into a grant agreement with the Vermont Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation before any work is carried out, and all work will be carried out by the Sponsoring organization/entity in conformance with State laws, rules and requirements.

_________________________________________________________________________
Name/Title of the Official from the Sponsoring Organization & Authorized to Commit Funds

___________________________________________________________________________
Signature								Date
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